
 STEERING, LEGISLATIVE & GOVERNMENTAL COMMITTEE 
 
March 7, 2011 5:30 p.m. Courthouse 
 
 
 MINUTES: 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:                      OTHERS PRESENT: 
 
Commissioner Jack Black               Ernest Burgess  Susan Allen 
Commissioner Gary Farley  Velton Jordan   Joseph Meshotto  
Commissioner Trey Gooch               Joe Herbert     Michael Anderson 
Commissioner Jeff Phillips            Connor Dugosh   Jackson Vaught 
Commissioner Steve Sandlin            Stan Vaught     Becky Shelton  
Commissioner Adam Coggin, C           Sonya Stephenson 
                                
     Chairman Coggin presided and called the meeting to order at 
5:30 p.m. with six members being present at that time. 
 
MINUTES: 
 
  “Commissioner Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Farley, to approve the minutes of the last meeting as mailed.  This 
motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
APPOINTMENT OF JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER: 
 
  Chairman Coggin advised Judges of the General Sessions and 
Juvenile Court of Rutherford County have requested appointment of 
Patrice Moore as a judicial commissioner pursuant to the authority 
contained in Tennessee Public Acts of 1978, Chapter 933, for a term 
not to exceed four years and such term to conclude and terminate if 
and when the term is concluded or the service with Rutherford County 
is terminated.  Following discussion, 
 
  "Commissioner Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Sandlin, to recommend appointment of Patrice Moore as judicial 
commissioner for a term not to exceed four years and such term to 
conclude and terminate if and when the term is concluded or the 
service with Rutherford County is terminated.  This motion passed 
unanimously by acclamation." 
 
FILL VACANCY ON BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS TO FILL UNEXPIRED TERM OF TONY 
WEBB: 
 
  Chairman Coggin advised applications had been received from 
Joe Herbert, Joseph Meshotto, Michael Anderson and Velton Jordan for 
appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals to fill the unexpired term 
of Tony Webb.  Mr. Anderson, Mr. Meshotto and Mr. Jordan were in 
attendance at this time and addressed the Committee.  Mr. Meshotto 
currently serves in an alternate position to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals.  Commissioner Farley advised he would be abstaining from the 
vote as Mr. Herbert and Mr. Meshotto live in his district and Mr. 
Anderson works for him.  Following discussion,  
 
  “Commissioner Sandlin moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Phillips, to nominate all applicants and vote for one.  Mr. Meshotto 
will be recommended for appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals to 
fill the unexpired term of Tony Webb to expire October, 2013 with 
Commissioner Black voting for Anderson and Commissioners Gooch, 
Phillips, Sandlin and Coggin voting for Meshotto.” 
 
  The alternate position will be announced next month if Mr. 
Meshotto is appointed. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES REPORT:  



 
  Sonya Stephenson, HR Director, presented her report for the 
fourth quarter, 2010.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Farley moved, seconded by Commissioner Black, 
to approve the Human Resources report as presented.  This motion 
passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  Ms. Stephenson next provided copies of the 2010 general 
employee and supervisor satisfaction survey results for the 
information of the Committee.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Farley moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Phillips, to accept the report on the 2010 HR Satisfaction Survey 
Results.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  Ms. Stephenson next presented her 2011/12 proposed budget 
for consideration by the Committee advising the position transferred 
from the Sheriff’s Department results in a $33,559 increase to her 
budget.  Additionally, Line Item 332 has $33,500 to do background 
checks, drug tests, etc. which she anticipates being cut from other 
budgets as her office will be doing this work now.  A packet of 
information on background checks was provided to the Committee.  
Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Sandlin moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Farley, to approve the Human Resources 2011/12 budget as presented.  
This motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
REFERRAL FROM HEALTH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE REGARDING HOW LONG A 
RECOMMENDATION FROM A COMMITTEE CAN HANG:  
 
  This matter was referred from the Health & Education 
Committee resulting from a February, 2010 motion from Health & 
Education to the Budget Committee on the Eagleville School addition 
funding which was not dealt with until a year later after an election 
and appointment of new standing committees.  Mayor Burgess provided 
suggested language to add to Rule VII of the Commissioners’ Handbook 
as follows: 
 
     “Rule VII, Committees – General. 
 
  D.  Authority of Committees.  All recommendations made by 
any Standing Committee to either the Budget Committee or the full 
Commission that have not been acted upon by September 1 with the 
appointment of new committees will lose standing and will be deemed 
not accepted.” 
 
  The Committee discussed the fact that motions from July or 
August may fall through the system with this language.  Following 
discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Sandlin moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Black, to approve the language as submitted for addition to the 
Commissioners’ Handbook.  This motion passed unanimously by 
acclamation.”  
 
BUILDING NAMING PROCEDURE:  
 
  This matter was referred from the Property Management 
Committee.  Mayor Burgess provided a proposed building naming 
procedure for consideration by the Committee advising this process is 
not applicable for those cases that involve the naming of a building 
as a requirement and condition placed as a result of a substantial 
gift of property or money to the County.  The suggested procedure was: 
 



  1.  Proposed naming request is submitted to the Chairman of 
Property Management. 
      A.  The individual recommended should be of extremely 
high regard and integrity. 
      B.  Explain fully why the service of this individual is 
exemplary and clearly stands out as much beyond routine experience and 
service. 
      C.  A detailed resume that explains in detail the 
history of service rendered to or on behalf of Rutherford County must 
be provided. 
  2.  The proposed naming request will be thoroughly reviewed 
by the Chairman of Property Management, Human Resources Director and 
Finance Director to determine if a recommendation to the full Property 
Management Committee will be made with Property Management to make a 
recommendation to the Commission. 
 
  Mayor Burgess advised he thought it should be an 
extraordinary event to name a building for someone and suggested 
taking the matter under advisement.  Commissioner Farley advised 
people have been honored with a plaque on a building without naming 
the building for them.  Mayor Burgess advised he thought the only 
building in the County named for someone is the John B. Mankin Adult 
Activity Center.  Chairman Coggin questioned whether the County wanted 
to get into naming buildings because the County can always honor 
someone but not name the building and this may not need to be made a 
policy.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Phillips moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Farley, to table the matter and take it under advisement in a couple 
of months.  This motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
HIRING OUTSIDE COUNSEL REGARDING ROCKVALE MEADOWS:  
 
  Mayor Burgess next advised the developer of Rockvale 
Meadows filed bankruptcy and the letter of credit has expired.  This 
matter involves Pinnacle Bank and a third party who has bought the 
lots.  Although the parties have the matter under discussion, County 
Attorney Cope is on the Pinnacle Board and is conflicted out.  
Accordingly, Mayor Burgess was requesting authority to hire John R. 
Rucker, Jr. as outside counsel to handle the matter for the County.  
Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Farley moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Phillips, to authorize the County Mayor to hire outside legal counsel, 
John R. Rucker, Jr., to handle the Rockvale Meadows issues.  This 
motion passed unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
RESOLUTION TO REQUEST DELAYING PASSAGE OF VOTER CONFIDENCE ACT:  
 
  Mayor Burgess advised he was requesting a Resolution to the 
local State legislation to delay enforcement of the Voter Confidence 
Act that requires all counties to adopt an optical scan system by the 
Federal elections of 2012 which will be very expensive to the County. 
This Act is essentially an unfunded mandate.  Following discussion, 
 
  “Commissioner Sandlin moved, seconded by Commissioner 
Black, to forward a Resolution to the State legislation requesting 
delay of enforcement of the Voter Confidence Act.  This motion passed 
unanimously by acclamation.” 
 
  There appearing to be no further business to come before 
the Committee, Chairman Coggin declared the meeting adjourned at 6:41 
p.m. 
 
 
________________________________ 



ADAM COGGIN, Chairman 


